Standing Committee

Diocese of Pennsylvania

Actions Taken and Consents Given

11/1/07-10/31/08

	Date
	Action
	Consent

	November 20, 2007 Meeting
	Approved request for St. Luke’s, Bustleton, to begin negotiations to renew day care lease, subject to legal review.
	

	
	Approved listing property at Atonement, Morton for sale with Colliers International.
	

	
	Approved listing Emmanuel/Good Shepherd property for sale with Colliers International.
	

	
	Approved organ sale at All Saints’, Crescentville for not less than $6,700.
	

	
	Approved funds for new boiler for St. Faith’s, Haverton, pending identifying appropriate fund.


	Election in Diocese of Dallas for Suffragan Bishop.

	December 4, 2007

Special Meeting
	
	Consented to signing the mortgage papers for the property of Wapiti

	December 18, 2007 Meeting
	
	Consented to request from Diocese of Chicago to confirm the election of Jeffrey D. Lee as Bishop.

	
	
	Consented to request for an election from the Diocese of Puerto Rico.

	
	Approved granting of $1,343.75 for reception and $300.00 for musicians for the Absalom Jones Celebration
	

	February 4, 2008 Meeting
	Approved sale of rectory at St. Martin’s-in-the Field, Chestnut Hill.
	

	February 26, 2008 Meeting
	
	Consented to election of The Rev. Dr. Prince Singh as Bishop of the Diocese of Rochester.

	
	
	Consented to request of the Diocese of South Dakota to hold an election for a Bishop Coadjutor.

	
	Approved a yearlong moratorium in the ordination process due to the inhibition.
	

	February 26, 2008 (Cont.)
	Approved request from St. John’s, Lansdowne to sell property.
	

	
	Approved sale of property at 1510 Ellsworth Street (belonging to St. Mary’s, 1839 Bainbridge St.).
	

	Tuesday, March 4, 2008

Special Meeting
	Denied request by St. James, Prospect Park,  for $10,000.00 for windows.
	

	
	Denied request from the Girls’ Friendly Society to advertise on the DIOPA website.
	

	March 25, 2008 Meeting
	Requested Finance and Property Committee to ask Bishop Bennison to honor his pledge to cover the maintenance expenses of the property at Wapiti.
	

	
	Declined proposal from the Board of Cathedral Village that the Diocese of Pennsylvania withdraw as the sole member of Cathedral Village.
	

	
	The Endowment Funds, which are to be used at the discretion of the Ecclesiastical Authority, will be used to cover the shortfall of the Episcopate budget.  Thus, the congregations will avoid bearing the burden of additional costs being incurred due to the inhibition of Bishop Bennison.
	

	
	Funds from the 2006 Episcopate budget, which are currently being held in the legal reserve, will be utilized to pay the fees and expenses of the Chancellor.
	

	
	
	Consented to request from the Cathedral Chapter to name The Rev. Canon Lloyd Casson to be Interim Dean upon the retirement of Dean Giles.

	April 22, 2008 Meeting
	Approved Ken McCaslin for ordination to the Vocational Diaconate
	

	
	Approved Erica Takacs for ordination to the Priesthood.
	

	May 5, 2008

Special Meeting
	Approved several actions related to the Church of the Holy Spirit, Harleysville, including

1. Forgave the final $200,000 of the $1 million loan for the planting of the mission.

2. Opened negotiations for the re-payment of the remaining debt associated with the rectory.

3. Accepted the proposed use of the donated modular classroom unit to Church of the Holy Spirit at a cost of $21,000.00, pending a review by The Rev. Christine Ritter, Diocesan Property Manager.
	

	
	Approved hiring a part time Communications Officer.
	

	
	Approved co-sponsorship of upcoming event to be held May 20, 2008, featuring Sir Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of England and the British Commonwealth.
	

	
	Approved posting official actions (approvals for ordinations, actions related to property matters and financial matters/grants) to the website.
	

	Tuesday, May 27, 2008 Meeting
	Approved the reappointment of Ms. Karen Lash as Chair of the Convention Resolution Committee.
	

	
	Usage of the Diocesan Property Fund was approved for Wapiti 2008 operating and maintenance expenses up to $150,000.00.  It was understood that this is a loan and will be re-paid following the sale of all or part of Wapiti.
	

	June 24, 2008 Meeting
	Approved up to $4,000.00 for expenses related to Wapiti and the presentation to the Cecil County Board Meeting on July 21, 2008.
	

	
	The Revs. Bill Duffey and Mary Laney will submit plans for Vendors at Diocesan Convention.  Diane-Louise Wormley will work with them in developing guidelines.
	

	
	
	The Rev. Frank Allen will serve as Church of the Advocate’s Chair of the Trustee Committee until a new bishop is elected.

	
	The Standing Committee gave permission to allocate funds for scholarships for nearby Episcopal camps.
	

	July 13, 2008 Meeting
	
	Consented to the request of the Diocese of Texas to elect a Bishop Coadjutor, The Rev. Charles Andrew Doyle.

	
	
	The Rt. Rev. Rodney Michel will be permitted to make Episcopal visitations to the diocese, beginning in the Fall.

	
	“Comments on the sentence to be adjudged” – Revised Standing Committee Resolution, drafted by the Chancellor, was approved.
	

	
	The job description of the Secretary of Diocesan Convention was approved.
	

	
	The Chancellor’s memorandum concerning the Cathedral’s Review Committee Resolution was approved.
	

	
	St. Philip-in-the-Fields given permission to enter into an easement agreement with Springfield Township.
	

	
	
	Consented to developing a worship community at St. James the Less as a mission of St. Mark’s, Locust Street.  The Standing Committee requested a written progress report at the December, 2008, Meeting and the June, 2009, Meeting.

	
	
	Bishop Bartlett will attend a special meeting of the house of Bishops, September 17-19, 2008, Salt Lake City, and the meeting of Bishops Working for a Just World on September 16.

	
	
	Confirmed the use of the Property Fund to pay the Wapiti Tax bill of $50,215.34 less the discount, provided the bill is paid by July 31, 2008.  These funds are part of the previously approved amount of $150,000.

	
	
	Consented to a pledge of $5,000.00 to the Pennsylvania Council of Churches for 2008, pending identification of an appropriate endowment fund.

	
	The Rev. Edward Shiley was appointed interim Dean in Delaware Deanery until a Dean is elected.
	

	July 29, 2008 Meeting
	Standing Committee agreed to finance up to $2,000.00 from the Nunn’s Fund for the proposal submitted by E.F. Michael Morgan, Ph.D. for consultation and mediation at a parish in the diocese.
	

	
	
	Granted request of St. Mark’s Church, to invite The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, Bishop of Atlanta to visit St. Mark’s on April 25, 2009, for the Sacrament of Confirmation and to receive new members.

	
	
	Honored the request of St. Mark’s Church to allow The Rev. Andrew Ashcroft, Deacon, to be licensed for ministry in this diocese.

	
	
	Granted permission for The Rt. Rev. Keith Whitmore, Assistant Bishop of Atlanta, to ordain The Rev. Andrew Ashcroft, Deacon, on November 23, 2008.

	
	
	Granted permission to St. Stephen’s Church to invite The Most Rev. Frank G. Griswold, former Presiding Bishop, to visit St. Stephen’s Church on Sunday, November 23, 2008 for the Sacrament of Confirmation.

	
	
	Approved a one-year license for The Most Rev. Frank G. Griswold to function as a Bishop/Priest/Deacon in this diocese, effective July 29, 2008.

	
	
	Approved The Rev. Ken McCaslin to serve at St. Mary’s Church, Ardmore for a period of three years.

	
	
	The Rev. Dr. Allen Guatzo was granted a license for one year.

	
	The Standing Committee requested Chancellor Michael Rehill to forward the Proposed Amendments to the Canons to the Secretary of Convention and to the Commission on Canons and Constitution for review prior to Diocesan Convention.
	

	
	The Standing Committee will announce to the diocese their intention to nominate Bishop Bartlett to serve as Presiding Officer at Diocesan Convention.
	

	
	The Standing Committee moved to accept the changes to the Episcopate Budget.
	

	August 12, 2008 Meeting
	Permission given to market the property at St. Peter’s Church, Germantown.
	

	
	Permission granted to The Church of St. John the Evangelist to proceed with the repair to their roof in the amount of $42,900.00, using the expected income of St. Giles Fund and principal, if required.
	

	
	Recommended to the Finance and Property Committee to set policy to affect a turnover of external auditors not greater than every five years in accordance with good internal control practice.  As part of the selection process, it is recommended that the Request for Quotations (RFQ) be sent to three or four local/regional firms selecting based on competence, timeliness and price.
	

	
	All sentencing related materials in the public domain be posted to the Diocesan website.
	

	
	
	Consented to the election of the Rev. Brian James Thom as Bishop Elect of the Diocese of Idaho.

	
	Approved recommendation of Amanda Smoot as a member of the Commission on Ministry.
	

	August 25, 2008 Meeting
	
	Consented to The Rev. Carolyn Huff becoming part time Associate Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Fairview Village

	
	
	A four-month license, ending on December 31, 2008, was issued to The Rev. Ken Orne.

	
	The Program and Budget 
Committee will be asked to approve $5,000.00 for the Pennsylvania Council of Churches for financial support.  Further, it is requested that this item be placed on the 2009 Program Budget.
	

	
	Agreed to give a $5,000.00 grant to Interfaith Coalition for Energy (ICE) for their work with parishes with energy issues.  The Grant would come from the Nunn’s Fund.
	

	
	Approval was given to the conservation easement agreement between the Christ Church Philadelphia Vestry, the Christ Church Preservation Trust, Made with Save America’s Treasures and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Committee.
	

	September 15, 2008 Meeting
	
	The Standing Committee will reconsider its policy of a 12-month period for Transitional Deacons prior to being priested.

	
	The Standing Committee approved giving St. Philip’s Church, New Hope, parish status.
	

	
	Recommended to the Finance and Property Committee to sell the property at 3717-3719 Chestnut Street.
	

	
	Moved to support the Property and Finance resolution to sell Wapiti.
	

	September 28, 2008 Meeting


	Moved to grant a conditional loan to Christ Church and St. Michael’s.
	

	
	Moved that the officers of St. Mark’s Church, Philadelphia, be the signers of the property checking account of St. James the Less.

All program expenses of St. James the Less to be paid from a separate account and to be maintained by the officers of St. Mark’s, Philadelphia.

The Rector and officers of St. Mark’s produce monthly reports of all financial activity at St. James the Less and submit to the Standing Committee in a timely fashion.


	

	
	All propertry expenses above normal operating expenses be approved beforehand by the Standing Committee.

Moved to name The Rev. Sean Mullen Priest-in-Charge.
	

	October 6, 2008 Meeting
	Moved to ask Frank Helminski to serve as Parliamentarian at the 225th Diocesan Convention.


	

	
	Moved to recognize an official Task Force to work with urban parishes to develop a strategy, prior to closing.  

Responsibilities would include identifying the problem and finding encouragement for the parish.
	

	
	Moved to appoint BobSmith as Dean of Wissahickon.
	

	
	Moved that the Standing Committee propose all Canon changes be referred to a committee for study and then be presented at the 2009 Diocesan Convention.
	

	
	
	Consented to the ordinations of Mary McCullough and Doris Rejagopal on January 9, 2009 at the Cathedral.

Consented to the ordination of Andrew Ashcroft on November 23, 2008 at St. Mark’s Church by The Rt. Rev. Keith Whitmore.

Consented to the ordination of Andrew Butler at Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, on December 6 by the Rt. Rev. Edward Lee



	October 20, 2008 Meeting
	Moved to grant a $12,000.00 loan to Holy Spirit, Harleysville for five years.
	Consent was given for the consecration of The Rev. Herman Hollerith IV, The Diocese of Southern Virginia
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